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Welcome 

Reinstated Units! 

D19 

Sangaree Elementary  

Sangaree Intermediate  

New YearñNew Beginnings! 

I love every opportunity to make good for a new year, a new beginning, a 

new challenge! 

 

In PTA, we have such an opportunity in 2012!  What can we do to create a 

parent learning opportunity at one of our meetings?  What can we do to 

make the best learning situation for our children in our schools?  What can 

we do to create a great educational relationship between parents and educa-

tors so that each remember, òEvery child. One voiceó? 

 

Now is the great time to reflect on the original purposes of PTA: 

§ To promote the welfare of the children and youth in home, school, com-

munity, and place of worship; 

§ To raise the standards of home life; 

§ To bring into closer relation the home and the school, that parents and 

teachers may cooperate intelligently in the education of children and 

youth; and 

§ To develop between educators and the general public such united efforts 

as will secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in 

physical, mental, social, and spiritual education. 

 

Accept the challenge!  Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

Martha C. Knight, President 

Upcoming 

Events 
 

February 8, 2012 

Legislative Conference 

and Reflection Turn-in 

at the Clarion Hotel 

Downtown, 

Columbia, SC 

 

 

February 26, 2012  

Open House at  

SCPTA Office 

3-5pm 
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SCPTA Legislative Conference Information 

The SCPTA Legislative Conference will be held at the Clarion Hotel Down-

town, 1615 Gervais Street, Columbia, SC on Wednesday, February 8, 2012.  

Registration is from 9:00-10:00 am.  The conference begins at 10:00 am.  

Keynote speaker during lunch will be the past National PTA President, Mr. 

Chuck Saylors . A visit to the SC State House is part of the agenda for the 

day.   

  

In the morning General Session, PTA members will have the opportunity to 

learn how to plan, prepare and know the issues concerning PTA.  A ñHow to Lobby the PTA 

Wayò video will be part of that morning session. 

 

The afternoon General Session will be a combination of reviewing the 2012 SCPTA Legislative 

Platform, and a session visit to the SC State House.  There will also be an announcement of Re-

flections winners. 

 

The cost for the conference will be $20.00 which includes your lunch, materials, and transporta-

tion to the State House.  

  

Sleeping rooms are available at the Clarion Hotel Downtown for $102.12 per night.  Please call 

803-771-8711 to make your individual reservation.  

  

The Helen Stokes Memorial Scholarship Fund started in 1956 was a means to 

encourage SC high school seniors to enter post-secondary education.  If you 

know of a 2012 graduating senior who meets the scholarship criteria, here is an 

opportunity to award that student with scholarship funds.  The application form 

can be found on the SCPTA website at www.scpta.org. 

Helen Stokes Scholarship Information 

http://www.scpta.org/a/leaders2/helenstokes_desc_scholarship_form.pdf
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Reflections Program 2011-12 Information 

The Reflections Program 2011-12 is underway in local units.  The theme 

this year is Diversity Means.  Local units need to be sure to meet the 

requirements set forth by National PTA Reflections Program as well as the 

SC requirements.   

 

At state level, units participating in this program must have current bylaws, 

paid state and national dues and met their district requirements, i.e., dues 

and reflection dues, where required. 

 

The drop-off date for Reflection entries is Wednesday, February 8, at the 

Clarion Hotel Downtown from 8:00 to 9:30 am in the Camellia Room.  

 

If you have any questions, please refer to www.ptareflections.org link or 

contact Kima Garten-Schmidt at 843-324-5294 or 843-821-9337. 
 

 

 

http://www.pta.org/2032.asp
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#ÏÍÍÏÎ #ÏÒÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ 

CCSSI, no itôs not a new crime television show.  South Carolina has joined the majority of states in the nation in 

adopting the Common Core Standards Initiative, or CCSSI.  What is CCSSI?  It is ña state-led effort to establish a 

shared set of clear educational standards for English language, arts, and mathematics that states can voluntarily 

adopt.ò  What this means is that ñall students, no matter where they live, are prepared for successé.common stand-

ards will help ensure that students are receiving a high quality education consistently, from school to school, and state 

to state. 

 

The National PTA has created Parentsô Guide to Student Success, to help parent learn about and explain the standards 

ranging from Kindergarten to 12th grade.  These guides (in both English and Spanish) are available on the National 

PTAôs website are very ñuser-friendlyò for parents.  Simply click and print to download and share this information of 

what to expect in each grade level, tips on how to help your child succeed in class, activities to do at home, and how 

to talk to your childôs teacher about what you have in common: your child doing his or her best in school.  This is an-

other example of how PTA advocates for children and empowers parents through knowledge and guidance. 

Cathi Kersten, Chairman, Parent Involvement Committee 

Historic House Preservation Update 

Welcome to the New Year! 

 

Our mission is still the same but challenges in the present economy increase, money is still very tight, but we know 

that you, our supporters will do your very best on behalf of our most valuable assetðour precious children. 

 

The air conditioning renewals are still under consideration and will be voted on by your board of directors in Febru-

ary.  Your committee is preparing to take bids and write a grant for the roof replacement.  Our sincere thanks to our 

president, Martha C. Knight, for her wisdom and guidance. 

 

Please remember to mark your calendars for the SCPTA Open House on Sunday, February 26 from 3:00-5:00 pm.  

All awards entries and final reports for our current year can be turned in thené.and you can see your house! 

 

By the way, because of my use of double negatives (very bad English grammar), the December bulletin had a mis-

print in my article.  The wrong impression was created-the air conditioning expense is expensive and we apologize 

for that error. 

 

Best wishes to all of you and hope to see you soon. 

Nigel Lee, Chairman, Historic House Committee 

http://www.pta.org/4446.htm
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District 13 
 

Kingsbury Elementary School students take a ride on the ñPolar Expressò 
Good educators make books come to life by creating special voices for each character.  One Sumter school teacher continues to 

go one step further.  For the sixth consecutive year, Tracy Spigner, a first-grade teacher at Kingsbury Elementary, let the way for  

students and their families to ride on the Polar Express this Christmas season. 

 

Whatõs Happening in Your School? 

District 6 Community 

Sponsor a child to attend the 38th Annual Jamil Shrine Three-Ring Circus, Columbia, SC.  Purchase a coupon for $12 and 

know that a child WILL attend one of the three performances scheduled at the Jamil Shrine Auditorium.   

 

The circus runs from February 10-12. 2012.  Carry on the tradition of giving and bring a smile to a childôs face!  Checks and 

MC/Visa credit cards are accepted until the end of January.  Contact Robin Wheeler at 877-639-9906 to start the sponsoring pro-

cess.  Visit their website to learn more about this wonderful opportunity to give back to the community! 

 

This is not a PTA related function, but any individual can participate.  IRS regulations prohibit PTAs from con-

tributing to this. 

District 7 
 

Fort Mill band invited to play in Irelandôs St. Patrickôs parade 
In 2013, the Fort Mill High School Marching Band could be celebrating St. Patrickôs Day where the celebration beganðin 

Ireland.   

 

Superintendent of Schools, Chuck Epps, Band Director, John Pruitt, and Principal, Dee Christopher made the announcement in 

early December, telling students that the band has received an invitation to perform in Ireland.  The board has not officially 

approved the field trip, which would require extensive fundraising, school officials said, but it did give the administration the 

green light to announce the invitation to the band.   

 

The band was ecstatic upon hearing the news!  If approved, this would be the first time FMHS band performed overseas.  Until 

now, the furthest they have traveled is Hawaii. 

District 9 
 

Garrett Academy of Technology students built playhouses auctioned in North Charleston 
Two of the playhouses built by Garrett Academy students, in partnership with North Charleston, CarolinaOne Real Estate and 

local home builders were auctioned raising $4,000 of donations.  The playhouses included a fire station, a ñcrazyò house, a 

beach house and sheriffôs office.  Donations from the auction benefited MUSC Childrenôs Hospital, Low Country Food Bank, 

The Garrett Academy Family and Student Fund, and the Ronald McDonald House of Charleston. 

 

http://www.jamilshriners.com/Jamil%20Circus.html
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Can the Principal spend PTA funds 

without approval of PTA mem-

bers? 
 

No, all transactions shall be 

included in an approved PTA 

budget by the PTA members 

by October 1.  The budget 

may be amended as needed to 

reflect any new requests or 

needs by the PTA members. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

2012 Annual Convention 

In Myrtle Beach. 

 

Vendor Fair Open to Public 

April 20, 2012  

 
SCPTA Annual Convention 

April 21, 2012  

 

You donõt have to be a parent with a 

child in school to be an advocate 

for children!  Join the Advocates for 

South Carolinaõs Children PTA 

TODAY! 

Visit www.scpta.org and joining is a click away! Or 

contact the State Office to receive a registration flyer. 

 

 


