
       
           

504: School of Excellence – 
Engage More Families While Improving Your School 







       
   

     

         
       

               
   

National PTA’s Definition of
 
Effective Family Engagement
 

1. A Shared Responsibility in which: 

•	 Schools/community organizations engage families in meaningful 
and culturally respectful ways, and 

•	 Families are committed to actively supporting their children’s 
learning and development. 



       
   

                   
           

                   
             

National PTA’s Definition of
 
Effective Family Engagement
 

2.	 Cradle to Career: Continuous across a child’s life, spanning from 
early childhood programs to college and career. 

3.	 Across Contexts: Carried out wherever children learn – home,  early 
childhood settings, school, after‐school, faith settings, community 
settings 





 
   

               
       

         
     

             
         

Standard 1: 
Welcoming All Families 

Build a Respectful and Inclusive Community 
That Values Each Family Perspective 

Create a Welcoming Climate and Relationship‐
Building Approach with Families 

Remove Perceived and Real Barriers to Family 
Participation in Student Learning & Development 



   
     

         
         

         
       
         
           

         

 
 

Two‐Way Communication = 
Ask, Listen, Acknowledge, Inform/Respond… 

Repeat as Often as Needed 
Build Mutual Understanding to Strengthen Relationship 

Relevant, Frequent, Effective, Supportive = 
What Families Need to Know 

When Families Need to Know It 
How They Like to Receive It 

With an Opportunity to Respond/Inquire Further 

Standard 2: 
Communicating Effectively 



 
   

   
   

       
       
 

     
     

     
     

     
   

     

Standard 3:
 
Supporting Student Success
 

Value Families 
as Key Partners 

Link Families to Learning: 
Standards, Curricula, Student & 

School Outcomes 

Empower Families to 
Guide & Influence: 

Emotional Development, Educational 
Decisions and Career Pathways 

Connect Families to 
Student Supports: 

Needs, Abilities or Interests 



 
       

         
     

           
   

             
    

               
   

Standard 4: 
Speaking Up for Every Child 

Share Rights and Responsibilities Under 
Federal and State Laws 

Help Families to Resolve Concerns and 
Navigate School System 

Train Families to Advocate for Student Needs 
and School Improvements 

Inform About a Range of Student Services and 
Promote Civic Engagement 



 
 

Develop and Grow Parent Leaders to Support Student           
and School Success

                         
   

Focus on Reaching Out to Unengaged Families and       
Address Equity Issues

                     
   

Seek Input from Families in School Improvement Plans       
and Engage them in Policy Decisions

                     
         

Value Parents/Caregivers as Key to Education              
Decisions and Career Pathways
                        

     

Standard 5: 
Sharing Power 

Develop and Grow Parent Leaders to Support Student 
and School Success 

Focus on Reaching Out to Unengaged Families and 
Address Equity Issues 

Seek Input from Families in School Improvement Plans 
and Engage them in Policy Decisions 

Value Parents/Caregivers as Key to Education 
Decisions and Career Pathways 



 
 

   
 
   
 

 
   
 
   

   
     
   

 
   

 
   

Standard 6: 
Collaborating with Community 

Leverage 
Community 
Assets for 
Student 
Success & 
School 

Improvements 

Connect 
Families to 
Community 
Resources & 
Supports 

Turn the 
School into a 

Hub of 
Community 
Life, Social 

Connectedness 
and Family 
Support 



           
     

Putting the PTA National Standards for 
Family‐School Partnerships Into Action 



             
       
         
             
   

At a National PTA School of Excellence,
 
families feel welcomed and
 

empowered to support student success,
 
and PTA is a key partner for
 

continuous school improvement.
 







 
 

 

   
     
     

 
   

 
   
   
   

 

 

   
   
   
   

   

 

 

April –
 
October
 
Enroll!
 

Program Timeline
 

School Year 
Use Roadmap September – 
to Excellence November 
to improve 

Survey families Family‐School 
and school staff Partnership 

and submit results
 
through Family‐


School Partnership
 
Scan
 

March –
 
June
 

Survey families 
again and 

submit results 
through School 
of Excellence 
Application 

August –
 
Celebrate 
Excellence 



 
 

Family‐
School 

Partnership 
Scan 



 
 

Family‐
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Partnership 
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   Family‐School Partnership Scan 



       Use the Roadmap to Excellence 
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“We are using our 
collective voice to speak 
up for every child to 

ensure that students have 
access to learning

opportunities that will 
support their success.”

- Buffalo, NY

“We are using our 
collective voice to speak 
up for every child to 

ensure that students have 
access to learning

opportunities that will 
support their success.”

- Buffalo,  NY  

“We began PTA School of Excellence in hopes
of an award. What transpired has been its 
own award – a dedicated group of parents
and teachers working together to achieve a 

common goal.”
- Old Bridge, NJ

“We began PTA School of Excellence in hopes
of an award. What transpired has been its 
own award – a dedicated group of parents
and teachers working together to achieve a 

common goal.”
- Old  Bridge,  NJ  















 Celebration Time! 



 ENROLL TODAY! 
www.PTA.org/EXCELLENCE 



Thanks For Attending
Next General Session Will Resume 

Tomorrow @ 10am 
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