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By the end of this workshop you will be able to:

• Identify and define the importance of the PTA’s 
National Standards for Family-School 
Partnerships  

• Access National PTA’s programs and other 
available resources

• Understand the steps for planning program 
strategies throughout the school year



National PTA’s Definition of 
Effective Family Engagement

National PTA worked with the 
leading researchers to develop a 
formal definition of effective family 
engagement.

There are three components.



National PTA’s Definition of 
Effective Family Engagement

A Shared Responsibility in which:
• Schools and other community agencies 

and organizations are committed to 
engaging families in meaningful and 
culturally respectful ways, and

• Families are committed to actively 
supporting their children’s learning and 
development.



National PTA’s Definition of 
Effective Family Engagement

Cradle to Career:
• Continuous across a child’s life, 

spanning from Early Head Start 
programs to college and career.



National PTA’s Definition of 
Effective Family Engagement

Across Contexts:
• Carried out everywhere that children learn –

o Home
o Pre-kindergarten programs
o School
o After-school programs
o Faith-based organizations
o Community programs and activities



No matter what their family income or background may be, students 
with involved parents/caregivers are more likely to:

• Earn higher grades and test scores 
• Pass their classes 
• Attend school regularly
• Have better social skills 
• Graduate and go on to postsecondary education

Henderson, A., & Mapp, K. (2002). A new wave of evidence: The impact of school, family, and 
community connections on student achievement. Austin, TX: Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.

Students with Involved Families



Family Engagement Supports     
School Reform

New research shows that meaningful 
family and community engagement is one of 
five essential ingredients for effective school reform:

1. (Principal) leadership as the driver for change
2. Family-school-community ties
3. Professional capacity
4. Student-centered learning climate
5. Instructional guidance
Bryk, A.S., Sebring, P.B., Allensworth, E., Luppescu, S., & Easton, J.Q. (2010). Organizing schools for 
improvement: Lessons from Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





Survey Says: Top Concerns for PTA Leaders
•Lack of family engagement
•Low levels of literacy
•Funding cuts
•High school dropout
•Educational standards/rigor and assessments

Education

•Childhood obesity
•Drugs/alcohol
•Bullying
•Dangerous routes to/from and around school
•Social and emotional stress

Health & 
Safety

• Reduction in arts education staff
• Lack of resources for arts in education

Arts & Cultural 
Exploration





OUR GOAL: 
To engage families in 

education, health and 
safety, and arts and 
cultural exploration.

Grant 
Funding

PTA.org/Awards

Turn-Key 
Family 

Event Kits

Leader 
Trainings, 
Networks 

& Alliances
Informational 
Resources for 

Families & 
Schools

Ways National PTA 
Supports 

Local PTA Programs 
& Partnerships

Visit: 
PTA.org/programs
PTA.org/awards



Program Planning Process

1. Recruit your planning team
2. Develop a plan and timeline
3. Promote your program to families 
4. Recruit event volunteers 
5. Promote your program to the community
6. Generate community support (i.e., funds, donations)
7. Host the event – HAVE FUN! 
8. Recognize volunteers/supporters
9. Celebrate! 
10. Evaluate and start planning for next time



Education:
Engaging families in learning and 

school improvements





At a National PTA School of Excellence, 
families feel welcomed and 

empowered to support student success, 
and PTA is a key partner for 

continuous school improvement.



Why participate?

• Make your school a more welcoming place for families.

• Empower families to be part of school decision-making.

• Demonstrate to school leaders that PTA is a key partner
for continuous school improvements.

• Receive recognition in your community, state and 
nationwide for engaging families in a way that makes a 
substantial, positive impact on your school and student 
success.



April –
October 
Enroll!

September –
November

Submit Family-
School 

Partnership 
Scan

School 
Year
Use 

Roadmap to 
Excellence 
to improve 

Family-
School 

Partnership

March –
June 1

Complete 
School of 

Excellence 
Application

August –
Celebrate 
Excellence

Program Timeline



Step 1: Enroll!
PTA.org/excellence



Step 2: 
Review the 

Getting 
Started Guide



Step 3: Conduct a Family-School 
Partnership Scan



Step #4: Use the Roadmap to Excellence



Step #5:  
Complete the National PTA School of Excellence 

application by June 1. 



Step #6: Celebrate your excellence!

• Notification and celebration kit sent in August   
– Celebrate Your Excellence Guide
– Banner
– Media outreach tools
– Graphics for school and PTA stationery
– Event suggestions
– National PTA recognition
– State PTA recognition

• Qualify to win a Phoebe Apperson Hearst Award and a 
$2,000 grant



Enroll!
PTA.org/Excellence

800-307-4PTA (4782)



Family Engagement Tools 
at PTA.org

• National Standards Poster
• National Standards Brochure
• National Standards Assessment and 

Implementation Guides
• Tip sheets for parents and teachers
• 100 Ways to Help Your Child and 

School Succeed brochure and 
poster

• …and More!



PTA Parents’ Guides to Student Success
Grade-specific guides that: 
• Increase understanding of the importance 

of academic standards 
• Provide key items children should learn in 

English language arts and mathematics 
• Share activities families can do at home to 

support learning
• Offer methods for families to build 

stronger relationships with teachers
• Give tips for planning college/career   

(high school only)pta.org/commoncore



Family Event Toolkits
PTA.org/programs
• National PTA provides:

– Planning guide 
– Lesson plans for interactive,             

family education stations
– Family take-home tools 
– Family recruitment tools 
– Media and social media tools
– Training webinars 
– Funding (when possible)



The National PTA® Family Reading Experience, 
Powered by Kindle was developed to help families 
get more involved in their children’s reading and 
enhance their emerging interest in books. 



Two Kits:
Grades K-2
Grades 3-5



Four Themes:  
 On Safari 
Under the Sea 
Out of this World 
Around the World



Six Stations:

Phonemic Awareness Comprehension

Fluency Vocabulary

Phonics Technology



Health & Safety:
Building school and home 

environments that make the 
healthy or safe choice –

an easy choice.



Healthy Lifestyles Month
November





Safety at Home & At Play



TheSmartTalk.org



Goal:
To build safe and supportive 

school environments filled with 
healthy peer relationships.





Arts & Cultural Exploration:
Expanding opportunities 

for all children to 
explore and be involved in the arts 

and cultural exploration.



• Oldest and largest youth arts education programs  (~300,000 
students and 8,000 PTAs each year)

• Grades Pre-K through 12 and Special Artist Division 

2016-17 Theme: What Is Your Story?



Arts in Education Week
September 11-17, 2016



• Reflections Theme Contest

• Mary Lou Anderson Arts Enhancement Grants for in-
school and after school arts projects serving at-risk 
student populations



Visit PTA.org/Programs and 
PTA.org/Awards



Advocacy

• Sign up for PTA Takes Action Network
• Access Advocacy Toolkit
• Review National PTA Federal Policy Agenda
• Join fellow PTA advocates for the annual National PTA 

Legislative Conference

• For more information, visit pta.org/advocacy



Visit PTA.org to stay connected!

• Site map for our programs, tools and resources
• Social media (Facebook, Flickr, Instagram, LinkedIn, 

One Voice Blog, Pinterest, Twitter, YouTube)



PTA
Newsletters



Membership Benefits
You Are a Part of a Network:
• 54 PTA Congresses: including Puerto Rico, Europe DOD, 

and Virgin Islands
• Over 20,000 PTAs and several million members
You Are a Part of a Network with Benefits:
• AARP, Boxed, Hertz, LifeLock, MetLife, Quicken Loans, Schwan’s 

Cares, Sylvan Learning, and TeenSafe
• Visit PTA.org/Benefits to learn more
You Are a Part of a Network with Support:
• Customizable membership applications, marketing materials, and 

information on new and existing benefit providers
• Visit PTA.org/Today to learn more



Questions?
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